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Principal’s Voice 
Dear Allen Creek Families, 

Happy 2020!  I am so proud of our school-based initiatives that include social emotional 
learning, inclusion and equity. These initiatives do not exist as a stand alone. They consist 
through the very nature of every interaction and relationship that is fostered between stu-
dents, adults, and families. 

The Responsive Classroom model supports the individual learning and growth and at the 
same time contributes to the development of a healthy positive school community for all. 
Responsive Classroom strategies have been implemented into all of our classrooms at ACE.  
The classroom meetings/circles, support individual learning and growth and at the same time 
contribute to the development of a healthy, positive school community for all. Promoting a 
sense of connectedness, reinforces a culture of respect and caring and provides opportunity 
for student voice and choice, and creates an atmosphere where issues related to Acceptance, 
Cooperation, Empathy and Support can be openly discussed and resolved. 

Classroom Meetings 

 Opening circle 

 Closing circle 

Academic Circles 

 Socratic debate 

 Book talks 

 Number talks 

Community/Restorative Circles 

 Community building 

 Conflict resolution 

 Mindfulness practices 
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Principal’s Voice Continued 
I am excited to share the following ACE initiative that is currently highlighted in Superintendent Pero’s eNewsletter.  

Sincerely, 
Michael Biondi 

Principal 

Allen Creek Elementary School Explores Diversity through Literature  

Allen Creek Elementary School students and their families are exploring different cultures through “Inclusion and Equity” 
book flyers. “Inclusion and Equity” book flyers were developed last school year as a way to introduce families to some of the 
literature that is available in Allen Creek’s library and to continue the conversation at home. A new flyer is released each 
fall, winter and spring and contains an introduction to the book, key themes, family discussion ideas and other related        
suggestions that families can explore together. The flyers are sent home with each student and are also shared via an email 
from Allen Creek Elementary School Principal Michael Biondi.  
 

“It is our hope that families will engage in conversation about each book’s message. We give parents discussion ideas that 
provide an extension to the conversations their children are having in the classroom,” explained Principal Biondi.  Families 
are also provided with similar book suggestions to read aloud with their child at home. Student response to the flyers has 
been positive. “Students have enjoyed learning about different cultures and discussing these books with their classmates,” 
said Principal Biondi. “This initiative promotes connectedness and fosters an environment where all students, staff and      
families feel a sense of belonging.”  
 

The “Inclusion and Equity” book flyers were inspired by the District-wide library diversity audit. During the audit, PCSD        
librarians developed a spreadsheet and a process of reviewing each title in their building’s library for multiple characteristics 
related to diversity including, but not limited to race, ethnicity, gender, culture, religion, neurodiversity, and gender identity 
of the author, main characters, and supporting characters in each book. In total, 24,891 titles were included in the audit.  
 

Allen Creek librarians select “mirror” or “window” books for the flyers. “Mirror” books allow students to see a reflection of 
their identity and experiences and reinforce to them that their narrative matters. “Window” books provide students with 
the opportunity to see an alternative view of the world and meet people who are not like themselves. When a new book 
flyer is announced, each classroom receives a copy of the book to add to their classroom library. Then, classes complete a 
lesson related to the book which provides students with the opportunity to discuss each book with their peers and subse-
quently at home with family members.  
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After-School Enrichment Programs (ASEP) Corner: 
- Annie Shaffer; After School Enrichment Chair 

Chess Gains Popularity Among Girls 

Hey, all you chess fans!  Chess is a game of Queens!  Do you know that Allen Creek's after-school chess club is not just for 
boys?  Chess is becoming increasingly popular among girls in this country. In fact, participation in female events around the 
country has never been higher, and it hasn't gone unnoticed!  In mid-February, the best of the best female chess players 
from around the world (including the current women's world chess champion) competed in the prestigious 2nd Annual 
Cairns Cup chess tournament in St. Louis, MO.  Is the Cairns Cup in your daughter's future?  

Next Up: Online Registration for Spring Programs (March 19 - March 29) 

Spring online registration will take place before Spring Break! It will open on 
March 19th and close on March 29th. Note that Yoga Clubs and Musical      
Theatre have minimum and maximum registration requirements.  Online     
registration flyers will be sent home via backpack mail on March 18th.  Mark 
your calendars! 

Yoga Club K-2: April 20, 27, May 4, 11 

Yoga Club 3-5: April 21, 28, May 5, 19 

Musical Theatre 4-5: May 8, 15, 29, June 5, 12 (showcase) 

AFTER-SCHOOL CLUB PICK-UP REMINDER:  

You are responsible for picking up your child 
promptly at the end of each session! 

You can arrive 5-10 minutes early to         
sign-out your child. 

Be courteous to club coordinators’           
time (all are parent volunteers!). 

Science Club K-2 
- Andi Popp, K-2 Science Club Coordinator 

This year Science Club K-2 is learning about terrible lizards and misunderstood 
mammals in two Rochester Museum and Science Center-led lessons. During our 
session on dinosaurs, we created “fossils” with foam, fabric, and a friendly        
dinosaur volunteer, explored the profession of paleontology, and observed 
different dinosaur defenses. Our lesson on bats dispelled the myth of blood-
sucking, shape-shifting monsters by focusing on fun facts: did you know bats eat 
half their body weight in pesky bugs each night? Students also examined bat 
specimens, practiced finding “food" using echolocation, and examined owls—a 
main predator of bats. During our final and new-this-year parent-led STEM       
session, students will be tasked with creating a dinosaur nest. Who will be able to 
build the strongest suspended nest from toilet paper, pipe cleaners, yarn, and 
binder clips? A big THANK YOU to the parent volunteers who helped out! 
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Science Club 3-5 
- Kristin Rohlfs, PTSA Chair & 3-5 Science Club Coordinator 

Thirty young scientists participated in Allen Creek's after-school Science Club this year. 
They learned about pressure and force from an RMSC instructor and had fun watching 
what happens to different objects in a bell jar vacuum. The students also explored rocks 
and minerals and practiced identifying them using characteristics like hardness and luster. 

Musical Theatre Club 
- Annie Shaffer, ASEP Chair and Jean Marie Mangione, Musical Theatre Co-Coordinator 

This Spring, Musical Theatre will work on select scenes and songs from the Little Mermaid!  This is a fun after-school                 
enrichment program designated for ACE 4th and 5th grade boys and girls.  No prior singing or acting experience is                      
required. Musical Theatre will need a minimum of 25 participants to run (a maximum of 50 spots).  All registered students will 
have the opportunity to participate in the showcase. For students that prefer to work behind the scenes, they will gain            
experience working in props or as backstage crew.   

Musical Theatre consists of five classes, culminating in a showcase performance for friends and families.  Our instructor and 
interns will lead improvisation games, teach songs and dances, and help students read a script in a fun and supportive            
environment! Just have your 4th/5th grader come to Musical Theatre with a can-do attitude! 

Last Spring, Musical Theatre presented select scenes from the Wizard of Oz.  Participants had fun preparing for the showcase 
performance and wore cool costumes. Check out the photos.  
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Allen Creek Yearbook 
- Elizabeth Devaney; Yearbook Coordinator 

We need your photos! 
Please submit photos of a club you manage, your child (at 
school events), field trips, class events, and anything related 
to Allen Creek to for the 2019-20 yearbook.   

All photos should be CLEARLY labeled with event or club and 
grade level or teacher (e.g., K-2 yoga club, Halloween party 
Lusk, Art Ambassadors 2nd grade). 

Submit all photos to (best): submit+946550@edophotos.com  

Or email (2nd choice) devaneye@gmail.com  Thank you!! 
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HBCCC—Kids Helping Kids! 
- Carrie Green; Founder of HBCCC 

The partnership between Allen Creek and Happy Birthday Cha Cha Cha 
(HBCCC) continues to grow and we are so thankful for the ACE community! 
HBCCC is a local non-profit that provides birthday joy to needy kids in the 
Rochester City School District. Allen Creek has hosted donation drives and 
volunteer events with HBCCC and we're excited to announce two upcoming 
dates - April 15 and April 16 - for students to wrap gifts for HBCCC. 

Book Club 
-Andi Popp and Jennifer Ruckman; Book Club Co-Chairs 

This January over 50 students had fictional fun participating in the Allen 
Creek Book Club. Kindergartners considered the character of the Good 
Knight—our ACES mascot—and explored many ways authors toy with this 
classic figure through our dragon-themed selection of picture books. 
Grades 1-3 read grade-level chapter books focused on friendship, a food 
fight and frame-up, and a (failed) science fair experiment, respectively. We 
kept our whirlwind recess meetings fun-filled with book-related crafts, 
games, and other activities. ACE PTSA provides this playful winter program 
to encourage and support a love of reading. A special THANK YOU to all the 
parent volunteers who helped the Book Club run smoothly! 

Family Sock Hop Coming Up! 
- Carrie Green & Christine Pallotta-Reder; 

Family Sock Hop Co-Coordinators 

The ACE Sock Hop is coming up on March 6 at Calkins 
Road Middle School. Every year, Allen Creek families 
come together to eat, dance, and have fun at this 
PTSA-sponsored event. We will be collecting new 
socks for RCSD children in need. Dress in your best 
Sock Hop costumes and "Let's go to the Hop!"  

Register online at www.cognitoforms.com/

PittsfordPTSA/ACDSpring2020SockHop. 
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Mr. Science Assembly 
-Sheila Lecce; Cultural Arts & ILT Secondary Chair 

On January 28th, Allen Creek welcomed Mr. Science and his Wacky 
Science assembly to Allen Creek.  Mr. Science did two assemblies - 
one for K-2, followed by one for 3-5.  The children were really      
engaged in this program and learned all sorts of great science 
"tricks" and were reminded that "it isn't magic...it's science".  If your 
child didn't come home talking about this program, you may want to 
ask them about how Mr. Science shrunk heads and that should get 
them sharing information with you.  Programs like these are made 
possible through PTSA funding through the Cultural Arts program - 
so thank all PTSA members for the support! 

                                       ALLEN CREEK SPRING  
                                                 BOOK FAIR  
                                                       is just around the corner! 
                       Tuesday March 10 – Friday March 13, 2020 

                             Come find out why we are WILD FOR BOOKS! 

We are OPEN: 
Tuesday – Thursday 8:30 AM-12 PM and 1-3 PM 

Wednesday GRAND Event 
Thursday 6:30-8 PM Family Reading Night  

Friday 8:30 AM-12PM 
We invite you to visit the Scholastic Book Fair along with your child during the school day, or at our 
Family Reading Night for the annual Stuffed Animal Sleepover in the Library with Mrs. Wilson.  This 
spring we are also hosting a GRAND Event for grandparents and loved ones on Wednesday during 

your student’s lunch and recess time.  A RSVP will be necessary to attend this event.  Details to come! 
Please check out the volunteer sign up for available time slots. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0C4BADA822A46-allen1 
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Thank You From Student Council! 
-Elyse Cushman; Student Council Co-Advisor 

Student Council wants to extend a heartfelt thank you to the students and 
their families for the outpouring of support with the last two Student Council 
sponsored events, the Pet Donation Project for Verona Street Animal Shelter 
and the Annual ACE Pittsford Food Cupboard Food Drive.  Both collections 
helped out animals and families in need during these cold Rochester 
months.   
Be on the lookout for any Box Tops that can be sent in the last week in        
February. While clipping Box Tops is being phased out, any count towards 
profit for ACE! Eventually the Box Tops program will become digital-only.     
Participating brands are starting to change their packaging from a traditional 
Box Tops clip to the new Box Top label. If you see this label, 
use the new Box Tops app to scan your receipt. Box 
Tops are still worth 10¢ each for our school. The app 
will find participating products purchased at any store 
and instantly add cash to ACE's earnings online. 
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Student Council representatives dropping off 

donations for the Verona Street Animal Shelter! 

Black History Month in the Library 
-Karen Wilson; ACE Librarian 

In celebration of Black History Month, library classes read Carter Reads the 
Newspaper by Deborah Hopkinson, illus. by Don Tate.  Carter G. Woodson 
was the son of emancipated slaves.  He read the newspaper to his father 
every day, attended Harvard University, and was one of the first scholars to 
study African American history. Considered the father of Black History 
Month, Woodson was committed to educating others. We discussed why 
it’s important to learn Carter’s story and how history helps you to learn 
about the world and yourself.  Students were encouraged to borrow a   
library book related to Black history or a Coretta Scott King Award winner.   

OCHO Reading Program 
-Karen Wilson; ACE Librarian 

Each March we celebrate the joy of reading with the OCHO (Opportunities 
for Children to Help Others) Project, a service-learning program.  This year’s 
theme is “Lights, Camera, Read!”  We encourage all Allen Creek students and 
staff to participate, reading on their own or being read to at home each day 
throughout the month.  Recording charts will be sent home the last week of 
February.  The OCHO Project provides our students with the opportunity to 
earn books for our partner school, RCSD Early Childhood School #57, just by 
reading.  At the same time, Early Childhood School will be reading to earn 
books for Allen Creek School.  If both schools meet the goal, we will             
celebrate with a special OCHO book fair with free books for all!   
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An Allen Creek Lion Dance Tradition 
-David Wikiera; 3rd Grade Teacher 

With lots of pounding drums and clanging cymbals, Allen Creek ushered in the Year 

of the Rat! As has been our tradition for the last 14 years, third graders learn about 

how a variety of holidays are celebrated around the world. The highlight of the day is 

when our two lions march down the hallways greeting everyone with good luck for 

the Lunar New Year.  We read that this is the most important celebration of the year 

for everyone around the world, especially those of Chinese, Korean, Vietnamese, and 

Taiwanese heritage.  Our learning includes reading a variety of picture books and a 

lesson on eating rice with chopsticks - always a challenging task for many of us. We           

want to thank all the families that pitched in to help with our fun day.   

Happy New Year Everyone! 

Classroom Buddies 
- Rebecca Moore; First Grade Teacher 

Mrs. Barg’s and Mrs. Moore’s classes joined    

together during the month of February to make 

Valentine cards for their neighbors at The 

Friendly Home. 
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SHS Concert Choir joins our 5th 
Grade Chorus to sing Give Us Hope 
at our evening concert. (Left) 

4th and 5th Grade choruses          
delighted friends, family and our 
school community with beautiful 
music in January at our Winter    
Concerts. (Below) 

UPCOMING MUSIC EVENTS 

-Theresa Bowers; Music Teacher 
March 2 - District Band Festival 
March 23 - 5th Grade Band and     
Orchestra Concert 
March 28 - Elementary All-County 
Music Festival 

Allen Creek Band 
- Erin Molinich; Band Teacher 

Mark your calendars!  On March 2nd, the Allen Creek   
Elementary band will be performing at Sutherland High 
School with band students from grades 6-12. 
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ACES School Wide Photo 

In the beginning of February, all students participated in the “What I love About 

Me” ACES Heart project .  Students were given a heart template and asked to  

create a unique representation of self by displaying what they love about them-

selves as a unique individual.  On February 14, the whole school came together 

to share their completed hearts by taking the photo seen above.  This project is 

part of our on-going promotion of inclusion and equity. 
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